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All Scripture is breathed out by God and is profitable for teaching, for reproof,
for correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be

proficient, fully equipped for every good work.
This is a faithful saying if ANYONE desires oversight, he desires a good work.

The Holy Spirit, as an omnipotent, omniscient, and infinitely wise Being,
undoubtedly may cause His direct and personal presence to be evident to
the soul. This He did to Prophets, Apostles, and other holy men of God,
who spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. Even they, however,
appear to have had at first difficulty in assuring themselves that it was the
Lord who spake to them, as in the case of Samuel, Gideon, and others.

While, however, some such communication of Himself appears to be
necessary to the very supposition of the inspiration of supernatural truth,
yet, now that He has completed the volume of inspiration, the Holy Spirit
does not produce this assurance by any sensible or audible voice; nor by the
communication of any truth to the mind - nor by dreams or visions - nor
by emotional excitement and "bodily exercise which profit nothing."

The Holy Spirit produces assurance in the hearts of believers now, in all
ordinary cases, and in reference to all ordinary truths and duties, only
through the instrumentality of His word, His ordinances, and those holy
affections, principles and desires, which by His personal and direct
operation He implants within the soul.

We have ourselves made extensive research into this question, and so far as
we have done so, have found—beyond the writers of the Methodist
Church, and we need hardly except even them—an undeviating
uniformity of views. In no one writer have we found the doctrine of the
Reviewer that "a supernatural CONVICTION OF DUTY, wrought by
the immediate agency of the Holy Ghost, is an essential element in the
evidence of a true vocation to the ministry"—sustained.

Any such immediate, direct, and self-evident operation of the Holy Spirit,
convincing an individual of his duty to enter the ministry is, so far as we
know, universally regarded by all judicious writers, as unwarrantable,
unattainable and delusive. Indeed, the same views as we have maintained,
are advanced, for subtance, by our most orthodox divines.

No duty is obligatory upon the conscience of a christian that is not made
binding by the Word of God, since the Scriptures" thoroughly furnish
unto every good word and work."
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596 THE CALL TO THE MINISTRY.

18. If the testimony of the Spirit given by supernatural and
direct suggestion conveys the truth of any proposition or fact,
then this truth or fact was either already in the Scriptures, or
in existence, or else such a testimony is incredible, since God
never required the belief of a proposition or fact which was not
already true, nor does the Spirit ever testify to a fact which
has not been already established. He first works, and then
testifies to his own work.*

19. If it is said that this testimony of the Spirit is only by
way of impulse or feeling, or shining, or voice, and not by the
statement of any truth or fact—then we reply as before, that
these constitute no evidence at all, and witness nothing.

Finally we remark, that such a testimony of the Spirit cannot
be admitted, because its advocates are led to adopt positions,
which we believe to be contrary to Scripture, and to fact, and
to each other.

Mr. Watson, who has very ably and extensively written upon
the subject, says we cannot love God, until we are assured by
this witness of His Spirit, that He loves and is reconciled to us,
since He alone knows the mind of God, and He alone can tell
us that God loves us.tf But we have seen that until we actually
possess and exercise a spiritual mind, we cannot discern spirit-
ual things, and cannot, therefore, either know or love God
spiritually. He thus “puts us,” to use his own words, “upon the
impossible task,”} of knowing God before we are savingly
enabled to do so, which is absurd.

To know that it is the Spirit of God who speaks to us, on
any occasion and in any manner, we must have some criterion
by which to judge of His speaking, and so on ad infinitum.
But when a spiritual capacity has been imparted, and spiritual
things are understood and felt, and the Holy Spirit gives clear-
ness to the outward evidence and power to the inward princi-
ple, then is the heart able to stand fast and rejoice in hope, and
while the manner in which these gifts are bestowed is unknown,
this spiritual mind enables us to love God in Christ, from whom
they all proceeded.

The argument that “love to God directly implies a knowledge
of His love to us.”§ is therefore in one sense true, and in
another untrue. Objectively or doctrinally, as it regards cer-
tain evidence of God ‘“being in Christ reconciling sinners unto
Himself, and not imputing their trespasses unto them,” it is
true. But it is not true, that to love God we must have a per-
sonal, direct attestation made by the Holy Ghost to our minds,

‘Se&: Dr. Candlish on the Atonement, p. 153, 154, and Bellamy there
quoted.
tWorks, vol. 2, p. 214, 215, and vol. 2, p. 262, 263 ; vol. 4, p. 300, 301.
1Do. do.
§Works, vol. 4, p. 300.
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that God has pardoned and adopted us. This is not faith, but
sight and sense ;—it makes this testimony and its fruit precede
justification,f whereas the Apostle makes tnis “peace with
God” to follow justification; (Rom. 5: 1,) and to witness to
this peace, therefore, before justification, would be to testify
to what is not the fact;—it makes faith our work in conse-
quence of this witness, whereas it “is the gift of God,” and the
first fruit of the Spirit;—it implies that there cannot be faith
where there is net already assurance;} and yet, Mr. Watson
says, “the faith that brings us into this state of “comfortable
assurance,” must maintain us in it;§ thus, in one place making
faith precede justification ;|| and in another making assurance,
which is an exercise of faith, precede faith.** The error, we
conceive, lies in denying to faith the instrumental connexion
with salvation, attributed to it in the word of God,}{ and in
making special love the ground of faith,}t instead of God’s
warrant in the Gospel, made plain to us by the regenerating
influence of the Holy Ghost, “whose work is one,” and who in
enabling us to exercise faith, thereby produces at the same time
saving faith, hope and joy.*

We agree with Mr. Watson, in believing that the Holy Ghost
not only witnesses with, or in our spmt but to our spirit ;*{ but
when he makes the Holy Spirit give “witness to the great fact
that our sins are forgiven,”*} &c., he makes necessary to saving
knowledge what he admits the text on which he founds his
doctrine may not require, *§ which Scripture never asserts, and
which we have shewn can never be proved to ourselves or to
others. In fact, Mr. Watson admits that the manner in which
this truth is communicated by the Holy Spirit, cannot be
described, and is different in different individuals ;*||—that it is
open to the greatest delusions ;—that it requires tne fruits of
the Spirit to test this test and make sure this assurance;{*—
that it is necessary, and that always,t{ and yet that it conveys
no certain assurance of final salvation,}§ or of any permanent
security ;—it is according to him a direct witness of adoption

tSee vol. 4, p. 293, where this is taught.
$Sce vol. 4 p 301.

“Do., p. 249; vol. 4, p. 293 ; vol. 11, p. 255.

t1Vol. 11, p. 262-264.

$$Do., p. 267.

*See this admitted in do., vol. 11,

‘T\Vorks, vol. 292, and vol 11, p. 261 262 255, 257.

*1Do., do., 293, and vol. 11, 262, 263.

*§Works, Vol. 11, p. 260.

*||Works, vol. 4, p. 301 ; vol. 11, p. 257.

1*Do., vol. 4, p. 295 305

ttHe admits also.that this witness must be in accordance with the
various modes in which it is represented in Scripture.

t§Works, vol. 4, p. 303, and vol. 5, p. 175.
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602 THE CALL TO THE MINISTRY.

His grace.t To every such state, condition and duty, whether
in the family, the church, or the commonwealth, the Holy Spirit
calls, and his people are called; and hence, these employments
are termed callings, or a man’s vocation.} A call, therefore, is
necessary to the proper discharge and enjoyment of any busi-
ness or occupation, and this call is the more clear and evident,
in proportion as the duty is peculiar, responsible, and attended
with temptation and difficulty.§ A christian is, therefore, to
expect such a call, and a comfortable persuasion or assurance of
duty in all that he undertakes.||

The terms call and calling are, however, most generally
applied to the commands and invitations addressed to sinners
by the Holy Spirit in the Scriptures, and through the preaching
of the truth, and to the effectual application and power with
which the Holy Ghost makes them “the power of God to their
salvation,” sanctification, and devotion to His service.*

In all cases the calling of God is two-fold, outward in His
word and providence, and inward in those qualifications and
desires which enable the believer to judge of his calling.**
These inward qualities, fitness and desire, are given by the Holy
Spirit, and wherever they exist, prove that the person is chosen
by God, and fitted and called to the work for which they qualify.

Now, so it is with regard to the work of the ministry—which
is a part of the great field of christian work and duty to which
the Holy Spirit calls, and for which He fits and prepares. The
call to this work is also external and inward. The external
call to the ministry, is that testimony, command, precept,
promise and invitation of the word, which makes known the
duty and the privilege of the christian ministry, together with
all other means by which the mind is led to feel, to understand,
and to become personally sensible of this duty. The snternal
call, is that supernatural influence, communicated by the Holy

tSee Bishop Heber’s Bampton Lectures on the Holﬁ Spirit; Owen on
the Spirit; Hurrion on the Spirit; Buchanan on the Holy Spirit, &c. 1
Cor. 7: 24. Eph. 4:28. 1 Peter 4: 10. Gal. 5: 13.

3$On this subject the old divines are full, though now the term call is
more commonly restricted in books to the effectual or saving call of the
Gospel, or to the call of the Ministry.

§Perkins’ Works, Fol., vol. 3, p. 61; vol. 1, p. 64; vol. 2, p. 50. See
Commentary on Revelation by the celebrated James Durham. author of
the “Sum of Saving Knowledge,” 4to., Glasgow, 1788, p. 78. No man, he
teaches, ought to become an author without such a call, and every one
may know that he has it, p. 77-79. See also Bucani Theol. Instit., Geneva,
1612, p. 492. Bayne on the Ephesians, Fol., London, 1643, p. 4, 350
Hildersbram on John, chap. 4, Fol, 1632, p. 238-240. Works of Rev.
William Bridges, vol. 5, p. 75-77.

||That he may ascertain this and how, see Perkins, vol. 2, p. 159, &ec.
Corbet, in his Remains, makes a state of continence or single life one of
these. See p. 231-236, &c.

*It often means chosen, as in Rom. 8. 28. 1 Cor. 1: 2. 1 Cor. 1: 1.
Rom. 1: 6. Isa. 48, and vol. 3, p. 67, Calvin’s Trans., soc. ed.

**So teaches Calvin; see Institutes, vol. 2, p. 591-592 ; the terms there
used are the universal and the special call.
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Ghost, by which the soul is freely persuaded and enabled to
obey the command, to believe the promises, to desire the privi-
leges, and willingly undergo the self-denial and the labor of the
christian ministry.}

This combined call to the ministry, that is, the outward and
the inward call, are in the present state of the church, ordinary,
—that is, it is effected according to the general order laid down
in the word, and established in the church,—and is not extraor-
dinary,—and it is also mediate, that is, it is made through the
codperation of men, and not directly and solely by God.*

In both aspects of the ministerial call, the only efficient and
authoritative source from which it flows, is the triune covenant
Jehovah, by whom the church has been constituted, and more
especially God the Son, in the exercise of His sovereign domin-
ion over the church through the Holy Spirit.t The ultimate
AUTHOR of the ministerial call is, therefore, the Triune God,
and the proximate author, the Holy Ghost.

The ESSENCE of the external call is found in the whole
doctrine, precept, promise, and order concerning the ministry
laid down in the word of God; and the essence of the internal
call, consists in the operations of the Holy Ghost, by which we
are persuaded of the duty; led to desire it; endued in some
measure with spiritual fitness for it; and made willing to under-
take it.§ Of these “gifts that are in Him, which are given by
the Holy Ghost,” every one is and must be conscious; of their
conformity to what the Spirit in the word has promised and
made necessary, he may be and is convinced ; and being sensible
that he is actuated by no avaricious, ambitious, or worldly
motives, but by a sincere spirit of love and obedience to God,
and a desire to edify the church and proclaim the Gospel for the
encouragement of sinners, he is assured, by a conviction more
or less powerful, that he has the witness of the Spirit with his,
that he is called of God to the work of the ministry. Under his
guidance, a spiritual application of the command to preach the
Gospel, gives to the soul a relish for the holy and divine work
commanded ; an adoring view of the sweet and wonderful grace
of Christ, in instituting and entrusting it to men; a sense of the
all-sufficiency of Christ to fulfil His promise in enabling us to
discharge the duty ; and a conviction of our title to, and interest
in, the work prescribed.

$See Stapfer, vol. 1, p. 363, &c.

*See Divine Right o? the Gospel Ministry, p. 116, where the Provincial
Assembly of Westminster Divines (the authors of this work,) make super-
natural endowments and evidence necessary to an immediate call, and deny
its present existence. In confirmation, they there quote Chemnitius, p.
120 ; Zanchius, p. 120 ; Gerhard, p. 121; Luther, 122 ; Zuingle, p. 123, 124.

1See this very fully developed in Eade's Gospel Mmlstry, ch. 1.
§See Bucani Theol., p. 492 ; Edwards’ Works, vol. 4, p. 124, 125, 127.
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